
• make an elizabethan map in 3-d
SINCE PEOPLE first began to communicate, they 
have scrawled maps on dirt, walls, animal skins, 
and paper. Elizabethans favored Renaissance-style 
mapmaking and created maps that were works of 
art. Today, an authentic Elizabethan map can cost 
hundreds of dollars.

Sometimes Elizabethan maps appeared as tiny 
drawings of hills, rivers, and villages. They now serve 
as charming reminders of life more than 400 years 
ago.

You can map out your own neighborhood in the 
Elizabethan way—with a twist. Make your map in 
three dimensions!

You’ll Need
• Paper and pencil
• Lid to a large cardboard box (such as a gift box)
• Paint, paintbrushes, colored markers
• Ruler
• Scissors
• Craft glue and glue dots
• Glitter
• Random materials—small boxes, paper egg 

cartons, bits of cloth, wrapping paper, construc-
tion paper, foil, toothpicks, chopsticks, brown 
lunch bags

Start by taking a walk through your neighborhood. 
How big an area will you map out? Just your block 
might work well, or you might want to include sev-

eral blocks on your map. Take notes about what you 
see: streets, buildings, signs, hills, trees, rivers or 
creeks, parks, businesses, schools, and places of 
worship.

At home, draw out a plan for your map on paper. 
Use the ruler to plot out areas such as city blocks, 
streets, and buildings. Study your rough draft and 
make changes as needed. Elizabethan mapmakers 
often drew hills and buildings right on their maps. 
These weren’t always drawn the right size—the 
point was to show they were there. You can add such 
details too.

Once you like your plan, transfer it to the inside of 
the box lid. You will need to enlarge your map to fit 
the lid. Use the ruler to measure the outside dimen-
sions of your draft map. Then measure the inside 
of the box lid. How much larger is your final map? 
Think: how will you draw the bigger map?

Use the ruler to help you draw your final map—
lightly in pencil—inside the box lid. Sketch out the 
streets, blocks, buildings, and natural features such 
as trees, hills, streams, and rocks.

Now it’s time to think outside of the box. How 
will you bring your map into the third dimension? 
Look at your collection of papers, paper and plastic 
boxes, egg cartons and the like. What will work to 
represent buildings, streets, and sidewalks? Can 
you fold paper to look like a roof? Don’t forget 

natural features. Blue ribbon 
or cloth can make a creek. You 
can twist a piece of brown paper 
bag and top it with green yarn 
to make a tree. The lid and bot-
tom of a small gift box make a 
great house.

Think: Elizabethans put 
objects on maps because they 
were important to them. What’s 
important to you?

A London map shows the Thames River, along with buildings, trees, 
and people.
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